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POLITICAL, MILITARY. AND SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES
IN SOVIFT SATELLITE COUNTRIES

[The following information cn political, military, and
subvergive activities in Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, and Kumania
was complled from news items appearing in the Greek press from
8 October to 21 December 1952.

Numbers in psrertheses refer to appended sources_.7

Albania

On .19 October, Stratiotike Nez an Athens dai’y newspaper, reported that
information recelved from reliable sources revealed that Enver Hoxba was go-
ing through sery trying times in nlbania. The report ateted that -ccistance
against the regime had extended to the central apd western parts of Albania.
According to the paper, this was evidenced by the fact that the number of
secret police and security orgaius of the country had besn increased by about
1,000 men. The paper also revesled that despite the attempts of Mehmet Shehu,
Albanian Minister of the Interior, to crush resistance movements, no partisan
has hean captured, because the people in the rural ereas were aiding thes: guer-
rilla groups.

Stratiotika Nea of the seme date, also reported that on 20 August, a
battle took place at Xruje betwesn ermy units and nationalist guerrillas, dur.-
ing vhich 10 Communists and 7 guerrillas were killed. 'The same report also
revealed that from Jnlv 1952 ooward, compult ry labor on farms and other
“4orks of common concern had been ordered fur all workers between the ages of .
18 and 50 o; the zity of Korce.

According to the same newspaper, informastion has been reccived which states
that the Kremlin is now thivking of replecing Hoxha with Mehmet Shehu.(l)
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On 24 Octobex, the Athens daily newspaper Le Messager d'Athenes reported
that & new wave of “arrests took place ip Albania APted +hid 22222 508 vowsunul elec-
Livme o 18 and 20 geptemtier; Thé paper stated that the Shkoder and Kukes
prisons were filled and now contain 1,500 prisoners. The report also said
that it was estimated that during the past 6 months, more than 3,000 persons
were arrested.(2)

Or 16 November, Stratiotika Nea reported that reliable information com-
ing from persons who had escaped from Albania revealed that one of the largest
concentration cemps there is that of Tuezaro /[transliteration from the Greek/
Malig, located in southeast Albania, near Xor-e.

Accordipg to the same report, there are a% present about 2,000 persons in
this camp, divided into 12 labor batalliors. The camp inmates, according to
the paper, work 10 or wore hours = dey. Usnally, said the paper, the work
is domne in the vicinity of a lake, where workers must work half-submerged in
the wvater. The report stated that the camp guards beat the inmateg and on
mapy occasions deprive them of their food rations. Another form of punishe
ment which 1s often meted out is to force the prisoners to remain in the water
even after work has ended.

According to ihe same paper, the camp inmates are in a miserable state of
health. They sleep orn the ground, and as & result, their cluthing never dries
out compleiely. The report said that texts are issued only during winter.(3)

Or 30 November, Le Messager d'fihenes reported that security measures on
the Albanian frontiers are continuing. The newspaper stated that fortifica-
tions are being built alopg the fromtaiers, and the people living in frontier
villages ure beirng displaced. JTe the vicinity of Broje, in the Shkoder District,
said the paper, an order was issued toc the effect that one person fu a 2-member
family must do compulsecry work for ar indetermirate period of time; two per-
sops in a 3-member family; three persons in.a b-member family, and so on.{4)

ceived from Albanie, big battles took place a few days before between nationa-
1ist guerrillias and Albanian armed forces ia the vi~inity of Farna, near
Lumas, as well_as near the town of Mermsetik Eniflentified; transliteration

. from the Greek/, near Kooispol. OQther guerrilla units, said the paper, blew
up & bridge near Leskovec and other bridges on the road to Premet. Morever,
according to the report, important sabothge asts took place in the mines of
northern Albanisa, where 3,000 workers arz employed. Guerrillas were active ip
other areas of Albania, the paper stat=d, and the reason attributed to this
movement is the terrible eccnomic situation in the country. The report added
thet the entire economy cf the country hes fallen into the hapds of Soviet
specielicts who have, among other thizgs, ordered that a large copper factory
in Albanis ve shipped to the Seviet Union. (5)

Bulgaria

On 8 October, Le Messeger d'Avh:nes reported that the enti.e Bulgarian
coast facing the Biack Ses nas been declsared a milituary zome for & depth of 15
kilometers. The veport said that {fandividuals can not circulate in this area un-
less they have a speciAal permit issued to them by the militery authorities.

The same newspaper 8lso reported tuat the port of Stalin (Varna) has been
declared & military port. Only Bulgarian and Soviet vessels are permitted to
enter, according to tne paper. The report ncted that Soviet vesscls entering
this port are transporting heavy artillery pleces, evidently to be installed
tor coast defenses,
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According to the same newspaper, the port of Burgas 1s heing converted ' ‘
into a military port. Projects begsn in 1950 arnd are about to be finished. |
The report added that a large military air bsse and a number of shelters have
been built there. Moveover, a new xz2ilroad line linking Burges to Stalia is
about to be completed, the paper revealed. The repcrt sald that ascess to the
city 1s prohibited to all persons not furnished with a special authorization.(6)

On 19 October, Stratiotike Nea reported that the Bulgarian newspaper
Zeuedelsko Zoume /mo date given/ published an article which revealed that the
Bulgarian People's Agricultural Union waAs recently forced to expel 20 members
of the Sofia agricultural regfon, 28 members of the Plovdiv region, and 7
members of the Vidin ragion for "tkeir antiagrarian and subversive activities.”(1)

On 14 Oetober, 0 Ellinikos Vorras, & Salonica daily newspaper, publ’shed
a Sidircsastron-datelined dispatch whicsh reported thet Georgi Georgiev, a
Bulgarian fugitive, recsently presented himsel? to the Greek frontier military
authorities. The report said that Georglev revealed that resistance groups in
Bulgaria have been active for some time and have undertaken many sabotage ac-
tivities. Ee sald that despite severe measures being undertaken by the mili-
tary authorities under the direction of the Soviets, the people are going over
to the side of the guerrillas whenever an opportunity presents itself. He
finelly said, thet "the feer of the goverument leaders that the nationalist
movement would finally predomninete 1s tully evident. Moreover, they are
constently talkipg about A possible impeading action by Americans, Greeks,
and Yugoslavs to liberate Bulgaria."{7)}

On 12 October, the same newspape:r published a Paris-datelined dispatch
reporting that a very powerful radio staticn is being built in Sofia), which will
be used to broadcast to Greece and Turkey. This station, said the report, is
beinrg built on the request of the Soviet Union and under the supervision of
Soviet technicians.(8)

On 14 December, Stratiotikm Nes reported that reliable sources revealed
that an official agreement was recantly signed between the Bulgarilan govermment
and the Soviet militery missior there /according to Le Messager d'Athemes of

23 October, the Soviet military mission in Bulgaria is compo.ed of 2,400 mili-
tary and civiliap personnel/. ‘The paper coantinued thst by virtue of this
agreement, almost all clvil and penal prisoners will be forced to go to the
USSR for "ideological re-eduzaticn.” The report also said that it has been
agreed further that all travel ard subsistence expenses of the above prisoners
will be carried by the Bulgarian government. The paper stated that this
measure is considered by political observers as &n indication of the bad do-
mestisc politicai situation in Bulgaeria, because of which the Soviets do not
put any trust in the Bulgarian authorities. It is also believed, according

45 the report, that the above prisoners are being used on hoavy  labor

projects.(9)

Hungary

On 16 December, Le Messager d'Athenss reported thet the comstruction of
the strategic highway lizking the USSR with Hungary by way of Ruthenia was
Judged by Moscow to be going on tco slowly. The report said that Moscow has
demanded that Hungary recruit & new countingent of 1,500 "volunteers" to work
on this project. In execution of thie order, sald the paper, deportees have
been sent to work in the fateraljaujhely qusrries, which furnish most of the
material used in the construction of the highway.
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The seme newspaper also raported thaw a powder magazire was rezently blcwn
up at Dunakeszi, 20 kilometers north of Budapest, on the Danube River. The re-
port said that the explosion could be heard in Budapest. Alcorling to the
paper, ther= were 700 victims, of whom 200 were killed. All the ambulances of
Budupest tranmsported the wounded for a period of some 43 hours. The ~suse of
the explosion is not known the paper seid. The report concluded by saying that
the autho-ities heve not issued any stetement on the evernt,

The same newspaper also revealed that mass deportations have taken place in
the cities of Debrecen and Nyiregyvhzza. Some 800 families heve been deported to
camps located on the Hortobagy Plain. The report said thut the deportations
were carried out at nigat.{10)

On 16 November. Stratictike Nes reported thet according to positive infor-
mation from relisbkle EEEEZes, ten directors of a fectory manufacturing various
precision instruments were srrosted durirg the first 10 days cf October. The
report revealed <that the directors were ascused of s2botege ‘and embezzlement.
The paper added thet the fRctory workad «xclusively for the USSR.

21 500 inkabitants of the city of

According to the same report, mcre than
2 October and immediately sext by the

h
Miskolc were arrested in the Tirst part of
state polize to compulsory labor camps.(3)

03 1L December, the same newapaper published a report whizh stated that re-
liable informatioz from Budapest raevealsd tbat thousands of inhebitants of ver-
ious urken centers are being moved, Tha gport seid thar 3,020 Iinhabitants liv.
ing in large citles were arrasted hy polize in November ana sept to an unknown
destination. In Oztober, adied the rapo t, 10,900 peasants were sert to forced
labor camps and were deprived of all + proparty. The remscn for this dis-
placement, accordizg to the reporw, scems =0 ba Moscow's critizism egainst the
Hungerieso government for its fa‘lurs fc enforce agricultural sozielization.{9)

iy

Rumazie

Oz 1L December, Siraviotika Nes »eportad ¢ 2 rzliable infox.
mation, verious natioralist crgenizations which regelarly -ircuiate bulletins
and other printed matter givies varicus iuformetior ard anti-Communist slogans
are secretly operating in Rumanis. despite large-scale purges and ipsreased
terrorism. The report stated that such prirted melter was recently ¢irculeted
and called on werkers to contizue ard ineresse rahotege in 1dduztyy ~~Srmeter-:
printed matter was fcund irsids o fantory at Galzti, in the Drepeluil Roau Piexnt
at Stalin, in the Republize Plast at Ruchkarest, and in the vicinity of the scal
mines of Valsa-Jiului, ths pagsr 314,

.-
The seme report revesled *hs=~ ir wmaitien with the Danuba-Black Sea Canal
‘project, workars cve being 2o ‘or the most part from umorg prisozers

held at the Berg teted iz mhe Ialoami<ta Regiune,

The same nevspaper 2lso raporred that guerrille %reoups have appearad }u

-'tne'mounﬁfipogs region of Mehddinvti, and especially gSround the top of Mt
i Godteanu.t % ! :

According to <he same report, these groups are chletly mads up of peesents
of the region who have been fax:ed o flce to the movntaips %o aveid tha op-
pressive measures of the authoratics - One of *hese groups, the T stated,
recently Appeared near the town of Ciresu. Accordisg to the repovt | sttempts
by the militia o astack the group fa2iled. {9)
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Miacellaneoué

On 16 Novembar, O Ellinikos Vorras published a Belgrade-datelined dispetch
which stated that an official Yugoslav govermmezt source revealed that the
Balken satellite countries have over onz million men on a war footing and that

the majority of these men are stretched along the Yugoslav frontier.

dispatch went on to say that Rumania, Hungary, Bulgaries, and Albanie are trying
to make an armed display to intimidate the Yugoslav people. The dispatch also
declared that a great mcher of reserves has been called up in the above
countries in the past fev nonths and that the USSR is constantly seniing more
heavy veapons and supplies to these countries., The dispatch added that strong
satellite armored forces are strung along the Yugoslav frontiers and that

airfields are fiiled witkL the latest model Soviet jet aircraft.{ll)
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